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Project Lake Azuei Objective:
To develop a better understanding of
the large earthquakes that occur in
the region by studying the lake
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What causes
earthquakes?

Fault

Lake Azuei

A fault is a fracture that
extends deep into the rock. A
sudden movement of several
meters on the fault causes an
earthquake.
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“Seismic Risk”

In an instant, the massive devastation caused by earthquakes can kill, injure, and maim many people;
cause uncontrollable fires; destroy building, bridges, roads and ports; cut telecommunication and electric
lines and more.

Fault
Earthquake focus
Seismic Waves

How can this project reduce seismic risk?

Why is the seismic hazard so great for Haiti?

No one can predict precisely when an
earthquake will occur, but the scientific
community can identify regions with the
greatest risk. This information is
communicated to local and national
governments so that they can educate the
public and prepare the emergency services
to respond to an earthquake disaster.

Two large active faults run directly through Haiti.
Very large earthquakes have occurred on these
faults in the past and will occur again in the future.
How can studying Lake Azuei help us better
understand earthquakes?
Earthquakes disrupt the sediment layers beneath
the lake floor. The resulting deformation records
the succession of seismic events. This project will
image the deformation within the lake floor
sediments that was caused by past earthquakes.

